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THE GIRLS OF SUMMER: (from left) Sophia Dvorkina, Alexandra Cherkas, Adelynn Vazrai, Isabella 
Vinokurov, Frances Levin, Natalia Volisova and Rachel Broytman, all from Brighton Beach, enjoyed a hot 
day at Coney Island before last weekend's official opening. 

CONEY (ALMOST) 
READY TO PLAY 


By Courtney Donahue 

The Brooklyn P ape r 

Coney Island’s new amusement park 
made its brief debut this weekend, be- 
fore closing for more renovations. 

Luna Park, the first new amusement 
area to open in the hard-luck “People’s 
Playground” in almost 50 years, enter- 
tained and thrilled the public for the 
first time on Saturday, one day after 
the politicians and the well-connected 
got their first brief looksee. 

The sneak-peak last Friday gave some 
families a chance to try out the much- 
anticipated amusement park, but only 
allowed visitors on a handful of rides 
— most of the “kiddie” variety. 

Brian Gotlieb, a member of Com- 
munity Board 13, said the preview was 
still a success. 

“I saw lots of smiling face, children 


BOARDWALK 
OR SIDEWALK? 

SEE PAGE 2 


that were there seemed to be very happy, 
enjoying the rides. That’s what Coney 
Island’s all about.” 

Officials had just 14 out of the 19 rides 
open to the public on Saturday, including 
Wild River and The Tickler, a twisting 
coaster with rapid-fire drops. 

And that good news gave Borough 
President Markowitz a chance to do 
what he does best: 

“Back at the turn of the 20th cen- 
tury, people called the amazing Luna 
Park an ‘Electric Eden’ — and now 


after 66 years, we’ve got a new Luna 
Park for the 21st century,” said the ir- 
repressible Beep. 

For now, Luna Park will be closed 
until mid-June, before maintaining a 
seven-day-a-week schedule through La- 
bor Day. The three-acre park will be 
open on weekends after that, through 
Columbus Day. 

Once completed, the amusement 
park’s rides will also include: 

• Air Race — This thrill ride sim- 
ulates the experience of fighter pilots 
and sends riders upside-down at up to 
4Gs of force. 

• Balloon Expedition — This fam- 
ily-friendly ride allows visitors to ex- 
plore Coney Island from 40 feet in the 

• Beach Shack — This family ride 

See CONEY on page 14 


Kent do that 


Two workers claim they were fired 
just for trying to organize a union 



By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two former employees at a luxury 
rental building on the posh Williams- 
burg waterfront say they were fired 
for trying to organize a union among 
coworkers to improve their working 
conditions. 

Jose Guzman, a concierge who 
earned $14 an hour, and Peniel Mar- 
tinez, a handyman who worked $ 18 an 
hour, worked at 184 Kent, the former 
Austin Nichols warehouse, until May 
20, when the building’s management 
laid them off. 

Guzman, the head concierge since 
the building opened in January, regu- 
larly worked 10- to 13-hour days with- 
out receiving overtime pay. When he 
got sick, he took the day off, at his own 
financial expense. 

He began inquiring about improv- 
ing working conditions when he no- 
ticed workers being exposed to paint 
fumes and cement dust from construc- 


tion work inside the building. None 
of the workers have health benefits 
or paid sick leave. 

“The reason why I wanted to union- 


ize was I was looking for better condi- 
tions and my health was questionable 
breathing in fumes,” said Guzman. 

See KENT on page 5 



Prospect Park groundskeeper 
Dwayne Anderson worked all 
day on Monday cleaning up 
after everyone else's fun. 


Dog danger 


Garbage, charcoal dumped in 
Park makes pet owners livid 


Meadows^ &%*££££%£ 

trash and pile it up for col- 
lection, but a small group of 
activists from FIDO, a dog- 
advocacy group, still man- 
aged to fill up at least six 
bags of trash at the penin- 
sula near the northwestern 
thepost-MemorialDaylittercouldhave portion of Prospect Park lake, 
been much worse. “There is no enforcement [of park 

The swaths of rubbish on the green regulations] ,” said Angelo Izzi, who 
meadows were nowhere to be found — See PARK on page 14 


Dog lovers were barking 
mad on Tuesday morning 
as they arrived in Prospect 
Park to find their beloved 
meadow peppered with 
chicken legs and charcoal 
— though park officials say 



SI Republicans 
pick Allegretti 

By Helen Klein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Staten Island’s Re- 
publican Party has 
finally settled on a 
candidate — and it’s 
the guy from Brook- 

One day after the 
county party organiza 
tion was snubbed in its 

fort to draft disgraced! 

Rep. Vito Fossella to face Rep. support for me from [Staten Is- 

Mike McMahon (D-Bay Ridge), land] Republican grass roots advo- 
party members nominated Bay cates last week,” he said. “It comes 
Ridgite Michael Allegretti to be See GOP on page 14 





the standardbearer. 

Allegretti — who is 
battling Michael Grimm 
for the right to take on 
McMahon — had pre- 
viously been endorsed 
by the Kings County 
Republican Party. As 
such, he thinks he’s on 


DeBlasio puts a shingle out 

On the street. Advocate plays therapist to an anxious public 


By Alex Rush 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Just call him Dr. DeBlasio. 

Public Advocate Bill DeBla- 
sio doesn’t have a Ph.D. in psy- 
choanalysis, but his street-side ap- 
pearance on Tuesday afternoon 
— billed as his “Public Advocate 
on the Street” initiative — ended 
up being more of a therapy session 
than an exercise in public policy. 
DeBlasio and his staff set up a ta- 
ble on Flatbush Avenue in front of 
the Atlantic Terminal Mall — the 
Crossroads of Brooklyn, if we have 
such a thing — to allow random pe- 
destrians to speak with their advo- 
cate about any issue. 

DeBlasio was looking forward to 



mowing those grassroots. 

“When you do these set-ups, youhear 
aboutproblems that you didn’t know about 
and perhaps some solutions you didn’t 
think of,” DeBlasio said. “You can use 
this experience to help people.” 

But things didn’t exactly go as 
planned. Instead of hearing broad com- 
munity concerns, DeBlasio spent most 
of his time playing therapist. Kather- 
ine Brann Fredericks whined about her 
cellphone contract (it really is unfair, 
the advocate said). Richard Gill com- 
plained about the BP oil spill (it really is 
a major ecological disaster). AndLuren- 
der Brown is worried that New York 
State is wasting all the lottery money 
CAN WE TALK?: Darryl Roberson (left) and James Doe (no, really, (that’s a bit outside the advocate’s ju- 
that's what he said), bent the public advocate's ear on Tuesday. See DEBLASIO on page 5 


Reading the sign of the times at Nathan's Famous 
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THE BROOKLYN 

ANGLE 

By Gersh Kuntzman / 


O ne of America’s true sports 
legends has just been tossed 
into the dustbin of history at 
Coney Island. 

Last week, the organizers of the Na- 
than’s hot dog eating contest hung a 
new “Wall of Fame” above the hal- 
lowed ground where the annual man- 
eat-dog war is waged — and Ed “The 
Maspeth Monster” Krachie has been 
edited out. 

Krachie’s not the only competi- 
tive eating giant who ended up on 
the scrap heap. Mike “The Scholar” 
Devito, who earned his nickname be- 
cause of his scholarly approach to the 
game of champions, also didn’t make 
the final version. Nor did “Hungry” 
Charles Hardy, Eric “Badlands” Booker 
or even Amos Wengler, the “Bard” of 
Coney Island. 

See NATHAN'S on page 2 
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Come 
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for our 
33rd 
annual 
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• The best homemade Greek foods and pastries 
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• Dance the night away to music on Friday & Saturday nights 

• Afternoons for children with games & face painting 
• Bring your family, friends and co-workers to this one-week event! 


64 Schermerhorn St. 

( between Court St. and 
Boerum Place) 

Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 624-0595 
www.stconstantineandhelen.org/events.aspx7itNe1 



Boardwalk or 


Cement to replace Coney Island's renowned trademark 


Concrete is beating out 
wood at the Coney Island 
Boardwalk. 

A high-ranking Parks De- 
partment official said this 
week that the city is leaning 
toward replacing the world- 
famous Riegelmann Board- 
walk’s wooden planks — 
which have been marched 
on for more than 70 years — 
with concrete. 

Even though Parks says it 
is exploring three different 
options for rehabilitating the 
nearly three-mile long board- 
walk — wood, concrete, and 
a synthetic material — con- 
crete clearly has the edge for 
a typical reason: money. 

“When you look at the fi- 
nances of it, concrete is the 
cheapest to do,” said Martin 
Maher, the Brooklyn chief of 
staff for the Parks Department. 
“I’m completely convinced 
that at least the substructure 
needs to be concrete.” 

According to Maher, replac- 


ing the Boardwalk with con- 
crete would cost the city about 
$70 per square foot — half of 
what it pays when rebuilding 
sections with wood. 


But cr 





concrete slabs are the last thing 
they want to see. 

“I see them as a melanoma 
on the face ofthe Boardwalk,” 

Robert Bumstein said. “My 
fear is that it will spread.” 

Already, traditional 
wooden planks are being 
ripped out and replaced with 
concrete slabs between Ocean 
Parkway to Brighton First 
Road, and from West 33rd 
Street to West 37th Street — 
something critics think will 

make the Boardwalk too hot This concrete substructure by Stillwell Avenue will be topped with wood. But 
in the summer and perilously sections ofthe Riegelmann Boardwalk in Brighton Beach and Sea Gate will be 
icy in the winter. replaced with concrete slabs. Eventually, the whole thing might be paved. 


But Maher dismissed those 

“The reality is that con- 
crete since the 1930s has been 
used in Orchard Beach, and 
since the ’60s at Manhattan 
Beach and in Rockaway,” 

That, along with the latest 
tree-saving boardwalk tech- 
nologies, will be the death 
knell for old-fashioned, 
wooden boardwalks. 

‘ ‘We can’t continue to build 
the Boardwalk the way we’ve 
been building it,” Maher said. 
“It’s not ecologically friendly 
and it’s not lasting.” 

The city is currently in- 
stalling three different board- 
walk materials from Brigh- 
ton Beach to Sea Gate to see 
which fares best. The concrete 
slabs will range from from 
Ocean Parkway to Brighton 
First Road in Brighton Beach 
and from West 33rd to West 
37th streets near Sea Gate. 
Tropical wood planks are be- 
ing installed by the amuse- 
ments from West 10th Street 
to Stillwell Avenue. 


NATHAN'S 




We'll beat any price by 15% 

guaranteed; y 



I 


Concrete Work Bathrooms 


Pavers Custom Designs Fences Etc. 


Sr View 71111 

DEVELOPMENT 

718-227-9083 • 917-682-3190 


Continued from page 1 

That lump in my throat 
isn’t my 23rd hot dog of the 
day repeating on me — it’s 
genuine disgust. 

Say what you will about 
competitive eating — that it’s 
repulsive, that it wastes oth- 
erwise important hot dogs, 
that it encourages inner-city 
kids to neglect schooling in 
favor of a shot at glory — but 
one thing you could never 
say about the game was that 
it chewed up and spit out its 
heroes. 

Until now. 

International Federation 
of Competitive Eating Pres- 
ident George Shea always 
maintained the highest level 
of integrity, carefully keep- 
ing the sport’s dizzying oral 
history from that very first 
contest in 1917 to the “dead 
dog era” ofthe 1970s (when 
nine hot dogs and buns was 
enough to win the coveted 
Mustard Yellow Interna- 


tional Belt) to the Japanese 
invasion of the 1990s all the 
way through to the current 
reign of American legend 
Joey “Jaws” Chestnut. 

But I never thought I’d see 
the day when Shea would 
bury his heroes under a pile 
of gristle. 

Heroes? You betcha: 

•Krachie was the first 
American eater to consis- 
tently break “the Deuce,” 
the 20 HDB mark that, like 
the four-minute mile, was 
thought to be insurmount- 
able. He also revolutionized 
the game by publishing a sci- 
entific paper called “The Belt 
of Fat Theory” that predicted 
the rise of a generation of thin 
eaters. The paper was sub- 
mitted to the Journal of the 
American Medical Associa- 
tion, which foolishly passed 
on it. It was eventually pub- 
lished in The Brooklyn Pa- 
per. Naturally. 

• Devito was a two-time 


KEY TO WHO’S WHO 



11. Crazy Legs Cont 

6. Sonya "Black 12- Little Jimmy 

Widow" Thomas 13. Nathan's CEO 

7. Tim "Eater X" Janus Wayne Norbitz 


champion in the early 1990s 
whose greatest achievement 
came when he defeated Orio 
Ito, a tiny Japanese eater, in 
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a one-on-one stuff-your-fa- 
ceoff under the Brooklyn 
Bridge. Ito was the first of 
a wave of challengers who 
would soon come from the 
Land of the Rising Bun, 
but Devito sent her pack- 
ing, forestalling the com- 
plete invasion by at least 
three years. 

• Hardy was the game’s 
first African-American 
star, a man who was better 
known, and better respected, 
in the Marcy Houses than 
Michael Jordan or Stephon 
Marbury. 

•Legendary Las Vegas 
Lothario Cary DeGrossa 
competed in a Hefner-esque 
bathrobe and gave the game 
its most-lasting legacy: the 
Bunnettes, a group of red, 
white and blue-clad groupies 
who became delicious fig- 
ures on the circuit. 

• Wengler may not always 
sing on key, but his haunt- 
ing anthems, most especially, 
“Hot Dog Time,” have trans- 
fixed a generation. Before 
he fades into the mists of a 
Shea-induced Purgatory, let’s 
consider this stanza: 

Hot dogs, hot dogs 
Watch them eat them up 
Hot dogs, hot dogs 
Great with soda pop 

A Fourth of July with- 
out Wengler is positively 
unpatriotic. 

O f course, Shea dis- 
missed my carping 
as the complaints of 
a man out of step with the 
sport as it enters its 11th de- 

“The question is this: Do 
you listen to Lady Gaga or 
The Who?” Shea asked. 
“The bottom line is that it’s 
a ‘Wall of Fame.’ None of 
the people you mentioned, 
plus Don ‘Moses’ Lerman, 
‘Krazy ’ Kevin Lipsitz or Ed 
‘Cookie’ Jarvis, have fame 
anymore. The guys on that 
wall now have eclipsed all 
of them.” 

Eclipse? Tim “Eater X” 
Janus? What, because he 


ate 7.72 pounds of boneless 
chicken wings last month in 
Buffalo? How does that com- 
pare to uniting a nation, as 
Krachie did? 

Tim “Gravy” Brown? 
He’s a hero because he once 
ate 3.74 pounds of fried po- 
tato wedges? That’s not a 
champion! Takeru Ko- 
bayashi, the greatest eater 
of all time, once ate 17.7 
pounds of pan-seared cow 
brains. But give Shea time 
— someday even six-time 
champion Kobayashi will be 
erased from our history. 

“Fame is fickle,” said 
Shea. “You mock ‘Gravy’ 
Brown, but he was featured 
in a one-hour drama on the 
Bio channel called, ‘I’m a 
Major League Eater,’ and 
we would need two Mike 
Devitos or Three Cary De- 
Grossas to eat what he eats. 
And Maxim magazine once 
featured Crazy Legs Conti 
in a spread of him doing 
the town in a white stretch 
limo with a monkey. Is there 
are higher degree of fame 
than that? 

“Basically, you are a sad 
little man — sad that your 
era has faded,” Shea added. 
“You are like the Brooklyn 
Dodger fan always talking 
about how Ralph Branca 
was better than Tom Seaver. 
Ralph Branca? He is a 10 
HDB man compared to 
Seaver.” 

Yet beneath the bluster, I 
detected a note of caution in 
Shea’s tone. I pressed him on 
the Krachie snub. Face it, it 
sticks in the craw like a burp 
that just won’t come up. 

“OK, you got me,” Shea 
said, actually welling up. 
“I am going to send a for- 
mal complaint to Nathan’s. 
Krachie’s fame is the plat- 
form on which all of these 
other eaters have been able to 
compete and assume a place 
in our larger culture. 

“He is more than an eater,” 
Shea concluded. “He is an 
institution.” 

Case closed. 
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City blitzes 
Livingston 
with tickets 

Motorists on strip also 
had their cars towed 



City officials say there is 
a good reason for the change in signage. 

“The Department of Transportation studied the area 
last year for opportunities to reconfigure the street to 
improve mobility for buses,” said an agency spokes- 
woman. “As part of the project, we will install painted 
bus lanes with expanded hours.” 

The old regulations restricted parking or standing 
on the north side (westbound traffic) from 7-10 
am. Metered parking is now available on the north side 
weekday nights and weekends. 

Business owners on the strip said the city needs to 
better inform the public. 

“They have made it a ‘No Standing’ zone just like 
that,” said Peter Sperry, owner of Trophy World on Liv- 
ingston Street between Boerum Place and Smith Street. 
“I’ve already had four customers have their cars towed 
without the benefit of being told about the new regula- 
tions if that is what they are.” 


FORT GREENE 


BORO WIDE 
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Abandoned construction sites on Columbia Street (left) and on Roebling Street between N. 10th and N. 
11th streets in Williamsburg (right). They tend to be covered with grafitti. 

a “critical mass of projects 
[got] financing and got well 
into the construction process 
early,” according to Joe Chan, 
the president of the Down- 
town Brooklyn Partnership, a 
quasi-governmental group. 

He noted that Downtown’s 
lone stalled development, a 
condo project at Schermer- 
horn and Hoyt Streets, was 
recently completed. 

Fallow sites might do lit- 
tle for the local economy, but 
they can also pose serious 
honor of project heal* hazards, according 


Bklyn tops city 
in derelict sites 

North Brooklyn especially hard hit 
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The Borough of Churches Of the 264 stalled Brooklyn 
is fast becoming the Borough " 


of Empty Lots. 

Brooklyn is pockmarked neighborhoods that ■ 
by a disproportionate num- 
her of abandoned develop- 


A few blocks away, at Dri- 

April, 73 were in Wil- ggs Avenue and N. Ninth an interactive Web site, w> 
liamsburgandGreenpoint — Street, a developer bailed stalleddevelopment.ee 
’ his plans for a $25-mil- 


track the zombies lurking in 


stars of the boom, thanks to lion, six-story rental build- his district. 


ment sites compared with the cilitated nt 
rest of the city, according to commercial development. 


„ report released last week Report author 

by Eastern Consolidated an Denham, chief economist president of Kalmon Dolgi 
investment services firm in at Eastern Consolidated, Affiliates. “It could be tem- 
Manhattan. blamed the “herd mental- 

The boom years of 2005-7 ity” on North Brooklyn’s 
went bust when the global fi- struggles. “I just think the 

nancial crisis hit, causing fi- assumptions were a little too ““ “ , unui iuicu emuusm 
nancing for new development bold,” she said, suggesting facilitated by citywide 
to dry up, leaving half-started that any improvement might z omngs. 
brick husks and empty lots be a year away. w R 


the handwriting the detritus of failed devel- 

on the wall, ’’saidNeilDolgin, opment for some years to 


s a lasting reminder of the 
blind exuberance that char- abandoned 
acterized the boom. 

As of May 25, there were 
279 stalled sites in the bor- 
ough out of 615 citywide. 


L Bedford Avenue was only going upward, peo- 

andNorth 12th Street, which plestartedtogetcamedaway 


He blamed the situation Avenue lot where oil 

reported bubbling from the 
ground, or a Friel Place prop- 
erty in Kensington where 
‘When you bring onboard squatters offered the only 
■' signs of life — also repre- 
sent a not-yet-realized op- 
portunity. 

“I would rather have them 
benefit the community than 
stand as dangerous eyesores,” 
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s* CLEAN 
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and thought it would 
come to an end,” he said. 

Dolgin concluded that Lander said, 
many of the “holes 


Lander said that he sup- 


HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY 


New look for ‘New’ theater 


“They 

and high-end appliances,” he 
said. “People will just change 


fit leaner housing at derelict locations 
by giving developers subsi- 
granite dies and other incentives. 

There was some goodnews 
the construction reporter: 
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Dr. Kevin Trotter will be pro- 
viding patients FREE consul- 
tations to see if you are a can- 
didate for the breakthrough 
technology of straight teeth 
without brackets or wires. If 
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First iPad theft is reported! 


88TH PRECINCT 


Fort G reene-Clinton Hill 

Brooklyn has had its first 
reported iPad theft — aswipe 
that occurred near Fort 
Greene Park on May 28. 

The 23-year-old victim 
told police that he was play- 
ing on the revolutionary tab- 
let computer near the corner 
of Park and Waverly avenues 
at 7:45 pm when someone ran 
up behind him and snatched 
the device out of his hand. 

The thief was last seen 
running down Park Ave- 
nue toward Clinton Street, 
obviously looking forward to 
checking out his new toy. 

When contacted, the vic- 
tim said that he had bought 
the computer a few weeks 
ago, but this was the first time 
he had taken it outside. 

Still, he said that he is not 
too bummed by the theft, 
which he called a “fluke 

“It was insured,” he 

Rough return 

A thief was arrested after 
swiping a woman’s iPhone 
from her hand on May 27. 

The victim told police that 
she was nearing the comer of 
Clinton and DeKalb avenues 
at 1:20 pm when a 16-year- 
old girl approached, asking 
her for directions. 

When the woman pulled 
her phone out to check 
her map app, the girl thief 
grabbed it and ran off, but 
the woman wasn’t about to 
let her prized possession go 
without a fight. 

After a brief pursuit, the 
thief turned around and 
swung at her victim, but 
missed, police were told. The 
teen then threw the phone at 
her, hitting her in the fore- 
head, before police officers 
took her into custody. 

A source said that the teen 
was disappointed in the qual- 
ity of the phone because its 
glass screen was cracked. 

No direction 

Two muggers pounded 
and robbed a friendly Fort 
Greene guide on May 28 — 
but they couldn’t get out of 
the neighborhood before be- 
ing arrested. 

Police said the suspects 
approached their victim on 
Hanson Place between S. 
Oxford Street and S. Port- 
land Avenue at 3 : 1 5 am and 
asked him for directions to 
a local bar. The victim read- 
ily agreed, but the thugs fol- 
lowed him around the cor- 
ner and attacked, beating 
him and running off with 
his jewelry, wallet, cash — 
even his shoes. 

But they didn’t get far. 
When they entered the near- 
est subway station, they were 
nabbed by cops. 

Tracked down 

A heavy-handed thug 
trailed a 28-year-oldman for 
several blocks before mug- 
ging him of his wallet and 
cellphone on May 24. 

The victim told police 
he was nearing the corner 
of Carlton Avenue and Fulton 
Street at 12:30 am when the 
thief pounced, using enough 
force to cause a trip to Brook- 
lyn Hospital. 

Roll-by robbery 

A thief on a bike threat- 
ened to shoot a woman if she 
didn’thandoverhervaluables 
on Adelphi Street on May 25 
— though it is unclear if he 
actually had a weapon. 

Not taking any chances, 
the 35-year-old handed over 
$ 10 and her cellphone to the 
pinching pedaler during the 
2:50 am hold-up between 
Park and Myrtle avenues, 
cops were told. 

Pretty pinch 

A jeweler selling baubles 
at the Atlantic Center Mall 
lost several pricey pieces on 
May 24 — and his own em- 
ployee may be to blame. 

The shop owner in the 
Bruce Ratner-owned mall on 
Atlantic Avenue between Fort 
Greene Place and S. Portland 
Avenue said the employee put 
the bling in the safe right be- 
fore closing on May 22. 

But when the safe was 
opened on May 24, six dia- 
mond rings, five chains, four 
pendants and four bracelets 
were missing. 

So was the employee, who 
didn’t show up for work that 
morning — and his phone 
number was suddenly dis- 
connected. 

Car loot 

A thief broke into a car 
parked on S. Elliott Place on 
May 27, taking two comput- 
ers, a navigation system and 
a Blackberry. 

The 28-year-old motor- 
ist said that he left his 2009 
Ford F150 between Hanson 
Place and S. Portland Ave- 
nue at 12:15 pm before run- 
ning a few errands. He re- 
turned 45 minutes later to 
find his driver’s-side door 
popped open and his prop- 
erty missing. 

— Thomas Tracy 


94TH PRECINCT 


Greenpoint-Williamsburg 

McCarren mess 

A group of ruffians 
stabbed a 19-year-old and 
brutally assaulted a 15-year- 
old kid at McCarren Park on 


May 28. 

The kid told police that 
he was hanging out at the 
park, near Roebling and Ba- 
yard streets, at about 4:45 pm 
when the group surrounded 
him. The boy tried to run, 
but one of the perps hit him 
in the back of the head and 
shoved him to the ground. 
Two other goons punched 
and kicked him in the head 
before the three fled. 

Others in the group then 
chased down the 19-year-old, 
apparently at random, and 
stabbed him four times with 
a “sharp object.” That victim 
told cops that he was sim- 
ply sitting in the park when 
the jerks approached him, 
completely unprovoked. The 
group scattered shortly af- 
ter the stabbing, and cops 
couldn’t find them. 

Car prowl 

A hooligan stole a purse 
contai n ing about $800 from 
a parked car on May 26. 

The victim told cops 
that she was inside a store 
at Nassau Avenue and N. 
14th Street, but she left her 
purse inside. When she re- 
turned at about 4:40 pm, she 
found her window smashed 
and an empty space where 
her purse, credit cards, keys 
and cash used to be. 

Vehicle thefts 

Three vehicles went miss- 
ing this week in Green- 

• Some thug stole a Jeep 
Cherokee from its parking 
spot on Dupont Street at 
Manhattan Avenue on May 
24. The victim returned to 
the spot at about 7:30 am the 
next day and noticed the car 
missing. 

• A thief took a Saturn se- 
dan from its spot onN. Sixth 
Street near Wythe Avenue 
on May 26. The victim no- 
ticed that it was missing at 
about 7:30 am. 

• A jerk stole a Ford from 
its spot on Jackson Street be- 
tween Kingsland Avenue and 
Woodpoint Road on May 28 . 
The victim noticed it miss- 
ing at about7:15 pm — only 
an hour after he’d parked it. 
He told police that he may 
have left the keys in the ig- 

— Andy Campbel 


84TH PRECINCT 


Brooklyn Heights- 
DUMBO-Boerum Hill- 
Downtown 

Park iGrab! 

Two thieves snatched a 
man’s iPhone while he walked 
his dog in the bucolic park 
at the foot of Main Street in 
DUMBO on May 23. 

The victim told cops he 
was in the park near Plym- 
outh Street at around 9:15 
pm when the pair of thugs 
approached him from be- 
hind, grabbed him, and 
snatched the popular cellu- 
lar device. 

Shake down 

Three thugs mugged a guy 
walking on Front Street on 
May 26. 

The victim told cops he 
was between Bridge and Gold 
streets at around 12:30 pm 
when one of the three trou- 
blemakers said, “Hey, you! 
Come here!” The brigands 
then snatched their quarry’s 
bag and began rummaging 
through it. 

During a scuffle over 
the victim’s iPhone, he was 
pushed to the ground, and the 
jerks swiped his computer 
bag, which included an as- 
sortment of credit cards and 
an ID. 

Cell swipe 

A thief snatched a Black- 
berry from a woman’s hand 
while she rode the bus on 
May 28. 

The victim told cops she 
was texting as the bus reached 
Livingston and Bond streets 
at around 3:10 pm when the 
thief struck. As the doors 
opened, the cell-snatcher 
grabbed the phone and burst 
onto the street, with two cro- 
nies following along. 

Blinged out 

Three thugs snatched 
some bling from around a 
guy’s neck on May 27. 

The victim told cops he 
was at Fulton and Lawrence 
streets at around 7:30 pm 
when the trio of troublemak- 
ers grabbed him and yanked 
his Jesus chain right off his 
neck. Within two hours, Of- 
ficer SuranjitDey busted the 
brigands. 

Roughed up 

A thug beat up a guy walk- 
ing on Front Street on May 26 
and stole his bookbag. 

The bruised and bat- 
tered victim told cops that 
he was between Bridge and 
Gold streets at around mid- 
night when his attacker ap- 
proached from behind, threw 
him to the ground, and began 
punching andkicking him the 
head. The thief then snatched 
the victim’s backpack, which 
contained a laptop, portable 
hard drive, an iPod, and a 
digital camera. 

— Stephen Brown 


90TH PRECINCT 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Purse choke 

A thug put a woman in 
a chokehold and stole cash 
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from her wallet on Metropol- 
itan Avenue on May 26. 

The bastard approached 
his victim from behind at 
about4:12 amandputhis arm 
aroundherneck, whispering, 
“Give me your purse.” 

The brute took $200 and 
her iPod before fleeing on 
Rodney Street. 

Purse snatch 

A gunman snatched a 
woman’s purse on May 24 
at the Flushing Avenue sta- 

The perp approached the 
woman at 11:35 am as she 
was walking on Marcy Av- 
enue and Wallabout Street, 
flashed a handgun, and said, 
“Give me your purse.” 

She obliged, and he fled 
down Marcy Avenue. 

Mac thief 

A burglar broke into a 
Morgan Avenue apartment on 
May 22, stealing two room- 
mates’ things while they were 
on vacation. 

The thief climbed into the 
apartment ’s rear window near 
Harrison Street between 9 
am on May 22 and 9:50 pm 
on May 25, rounding up 
$4,699 worth of computers 
and cameras. 

Jeep gershed 

A thief stole a Jeep that 
had been parked on S. 11th 
Street and Wythe Avenue on 
May 18 at 9 am. When the 
driverretumedtothe scene at 
7 am the next day, she found 
her car was missing. 

Toyota taken 

A thief stole a Toyota that 
had been parked on Middle- 
ton Street on May 27 at 7 pm. 
When the driver returned 12 
hours later, he found that his 
car was missing. 

L-train larceny 

A perp snatched a wom- 
an’s phone while she was rid- 
ing an Eighth Avenue-bound 
L train on May 22. 

The victim told cops that 
the thief made his move at 
around 7:20 pm, when the 
doors opened at Grand 
Street. 

He fled into the gloam- 
ing. 

Triumph lost 

A thief rode off into the 
sunset on a Triumph motor- 
cycle that he swiped off S. 
First Street on May 27. 

The owner told cops that 
the crime must have occurred 
between 3 pm and 8:30 pm 
near the comer of Bedford 

Camera seize 

A burglar broke into a S. 
First Street apartment on 
May 31, getting thousands 
in fancy stuff. 

The resident told cops that 
he was not in the unit, which 
is near Bedford Avenue, from 
12:15pmto4:55pm,whenhe 
returned to find $3,900 worth 
of property missing. 

Follow him 

Two perps choked and 
mugged a man in the hall- 
way of his Manhattan Ave- 
nue apartment building on 
May 29. 

The perps followed their 
victim into the building, 
which is near Montrose 
Avenue, at 10:25 pm, then 


grabbed him and removed 
his property. 

— Aaron Short 


68TH PRECINCT 


Bay Ridge-Dyker Heights 

Club carnage 

Two men were stabbed 
near Club FI on 65th Street 
after a night of partying on 
May 30. 

The victims, both 21, 
said that they had just left 
the nightspot at 4 am and 
clashed with another club 
hopper when they reached 
Eighth Avenue. 

The stranger pulled out a 
knife and attacked, leaving 
one of the victims with cuts 
to his head, neck and shoul- 
der. His companion sustained 
a deep cut to the neck and 
was taken to Lutheran Med- 
ical Center. 

BB sting 

A44-year-old woman was 
shot in the head by a B.B. 
sniper on Bay Ridge Ave- 
nue on May 24. 

The woman said she was 
walking near Fort Hamil- 
ton Parkway at 9 pm when 
a B.B. struck the right side 
of her head, leaving her with 

She did not know where 
the B.B. was fired from, she 
told police. 

Unwanted guest 

A burglar forced his way 
into an 88th Street home on 
May 27, taking a laptop com- 
puter and a necklace. 

The homeowner said that 
he left his apartment be- 
tween Gelston Avenue and 
Fort Hamilton Parkway at 
1:30 pm to pick up his wife 
and child. 

He returned about two 
hours later to find his door 
damaged and his stuff gone. 

— Thomas Tracy 


78TH PRECINCT 


Park Slope 

Pranked and 
robbed 

Two creeps robbed a 
woman at Ozzie’s cafe on 
Seventh Avenue after kick- 
ing out the chair from under- 
neath her on May 27 — but 
one was quickly arrested. 

The victim told cops that 
she was drinking coffee at the 
popular coffee bar between 
Lincoln and St. Johns places 
at around 5:30 pm when the 
jerks approached and pulled 
their outrageous move. 

After the 40-year-old 
lady hit the floor, the pair 
snatched her Blackberry and 
laptop computer. Officer Mi- 
chael Furia managed to ar- 
rest a 17 year-old suspect, 
but his fellow prankster re- 
mains at large. 

Gershed 

Some jerk stole a bicycle 
locked up on Fifth Avenue 
on May 24. 

The owner of the cycle told 
cops that he had parked his 
$1,400 ride between Presi- 
dent and Carroll streets at 
around 7 pm. When he re- 
turned from grocery shop- 
ping 15 minutes later, it was 
gone. 

Broke-in 

At least two break-ins 


went down in the 78th Pre- 
cinct last week. 

• A thief broke into a Sixth 
Avenue apartment on May 24 
and stole two laptops. The 
tenant told cops that she 
was last at her place, which 
is between First Street and 
Garfield Place, at around 
11 am. When she returned 
seven hours later she dis- 
covered that the two com- 
puters, valued at $2,500, had 
been stolen. 

•A thief busted into a 
Fourth Street apartment 
on May 25 and stole an as- 
sortment of electronics and 
jewelry. The tenant told cops 
that she was not in the home, 
which is between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues, from 1 pm 
until 5 pm, when she discov- 
ered the missing laptops, dig- 
ital cameras and bling. 

Infernal combustion 

Park Slopers, keep an 
eye on your autos, because 
at least four cars were sto- 
len last week: 

■ A thief stole an 1 1 -year- 
old Ford van from Fourth 
Avenue between Second 
and Third streets overnight 
on May 23. The owner told 
cops that he had parked the 
car at 8 pm, but it was gone 
by morning. 

• A Honda Civic vanished 
from Sixth Avenue. The 
owner told cops that he had 
last seenhis ride between 11th 
and 12th streets on May 9, 
but it, along with a naviga- 
tion system, an iPod, and an 
assortment of tools, was gone 
three days later. 

• A Dodge Caravan was 
stolen from Sterling Place 
sometime within two weeks 
before its owner discovered it 
gone from the block between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues 
on May 28. 

• A thief stole a 2004 Volvo 
from Montgomery Place on 
May 27. The owner told cops 
that he parked his ride be- 
tween Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West at around 
2:30 pm, but it was gone six 
hours later. 

— Stephen Brown 


76TH PRECINCT 


Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Smith snatch 

A thief knocked down 
a woman and stole her bag 
at the Carroll Street F train 
station on May 25 — but he 
didn’t get far before he was 
nabbed. 

The victim told cops that 
she was waiting on the Man- 
hattan-bound platform un- 
derneath President Street 
at around 2:25 am when a 
22-year-old man approached, 
knocked her down and took 
her bag. 

He ran away with the con- 
tents — a cellphone, an iPod, 
a laptop and $20 — but was 
quickly apprehended by Of- 
ficer Aldo Gil. 

Slice and dice 

A thief with a boxcut- 
ter robbed a man on Pres- 
ident Street after threaten- 
ing to slice his belly early 
on May 24. 

The victim told police that 
he was at the comer of Court 
Street at around 5 am when 
a perp approached, put the 
blade of the boxcutter against 
his abdomen and said, “Give 
me some money or I am go- 
ing to hurt you.” 

The victim took out $270, 
and an accomplice grabbed 
it. — Gersh Kuntzman 



Dig Brooklyn? 

Then dig this... 


Planning to dig on your property? Help keep the borough 
you love — and its residents — safe by contacting DigNet of New 
York City & Long Island at least 48 hours before you dig to have 
underground utility lines marked. 


This free service will help you avoid service interruptions, costly 
property damage, or injury. If contractors are doing the digging, it’s 
their legal responsibility to call. Don’t have a yard to dig on? You 
can also contact us if you notice construction work happening in 
your area and suspect lines haven’t been marked. 

To learn more, visit: www.DigNetNYCLI.com 


Call 1-800-272-4480 or 811, 

24 hours a day, seven days a week. 


Planning a digging project 
this spring/summer? 

Call DigNet to have underground 
utilities marked, 48 hours prior to breaking 
ground on your property, it could save your 
life and you will be eligible to win a 

$50 Home Depot gift card * 
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1 NF\A/ VrW PIT 


800 - 272-44801811 


*Must have a legitimate proposed excavation or demolition. Callers with the sole purpose of entering contest will not be 
considered and will bear the costs associated with facility owners locating their underground facilities. Contest is valid April 
12-September30. Winners will be chosen by October 15,2010. 
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State 

Ag agency: 


says 

Key Food 


For the second time in as many months, a woman 
has complained to the state that the Key Food on 
Atlantic Avenue has relabled chickens. In this photo, 
the sell-by date is June 10. But closer inspection re- 
vealed that the original date was apparently June 2. 

fowl is fair! 

chicken relabeling is OK 


By Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Brooklyn Heights Key Food that 
has been repeatedly accused of chang- 
ing the “sell-by” date on meat is off 
the hook this week after the state re- 
vealed that the relabeling practice is 
completely legal. 

The Atlantic Avenue market was 
under state scrutiny last month af- 
ter customer Marie Viljoen took pic- 
tures of a spoiled D’Artagnan chicken, 
which appeared to have a new “sell 
by” date placed over the 11-day-old 
original. The store has been smacked 
with some serious food safety vio- 
lations over the past few months, 
but the state now says that there’s 
no problem. 

“ ‘Sell by’ dates are nothing but a 
tool for store managers,” said Jessica 
Ziehm, spokeswoman for the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Markets that 
inspected the Key Food after Viljo- 
en’s claims. “It’s not illegal to re- 


date or re-package, though they’re 
still required to sell safe, wholesome 
products. We went there and found 
no problems.” 

Ziehm said the department followed 
up onViljoen’sMay 13 claim mainly 
because her chicken had spoiled — 
but inspectors couldn’t find any “crit- 
ical deficiencies” in the store’s prac- 
tices at that time. 

That said, reports obtained by 
The Brooklyn Paper revealed that 
this particular Key Food walked a 
thin line last month after inspectors 
found back-to-back food deficiencies 
of the worst grade. In April, inspec- 
tors found a significant “buildup of 
old encrusted meat residues on food 
contact surfaces,” and in May, they 
found flies in the basement kitchen 
— problems that were resolved in 
front of inspectors. 

If the Key Food had failed a third 
inspection on May 13, its license could 
have been revoked, Ziehm said. 

Viljoen isn’t the only one complain- 


ing. On Monday, after the Cobble Hill 
Blog reprinted our original story, a 
commenter provided a shocking pic- 
ture of a package of meat labeled “oc- 
topus” that clearly contained some oc- 
topus, but mostly imitation crab. 

Still, the store is exonerated in the 
eyes of the state, at least until the next 
inspection. A manager who asked not 
to be named denied having ever tam- 
pering with the labels — though he 
extended an apology to Viljoen. 

“We want our customers coming 
back,” the employee said. “We want to 
do a service to this community.” 

He even offered Viljoen a free 
chicken, but she won’t accept, say- 
ing that the store’s previous complaints 
and inspection failures are telling. 

“I read labels because I want to 
know what I’m eating — I think 
this is a systematic problem,” Vil- 
joen said. “[The workers] seem to 
do whatever they can get away with. 
I won’t shop there anymore, based 
on principle.” 


Principal withdraws 
discrimination suit 

Almontaser doesn't want to go through with fight 



By Helen Klein 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

In a surprising reversal, the 
founder ofapublic school with 
a controversial Arabic curric- 
ulum announced that she will 
notpursuealawsuit against the 
city for wrongful termination 
— despite arecent report from 
a federal agency that she was 
deserving of financial repara- 
tions and reinstatement. 

The former principal of 
the Khalil Gibran Interna- 
tional Academy, Debbie Al- 
montaser, said that the pros- 
pect of a protracted court case 
that would have thrust her back 
into the spotlight was too much 
to bear. 

“I have decided that it is 
time for me to move on with 
my professional and personal 
life,” said Almontaser. “Ad- 
ditional litigation of the dis- 
crimination claim would 
mean re-living the unfortu- 
nate andpainful events of Au- 
gust, 2007, when news stories 
daily distorted my words and 
attacked my work, my integ- 
rity, and my reputation.” 

Almontaser’s decision to 
withdraw the suit comes only 
two months after the federal 
Equal Employment Opportu- 
nity Commission ruled that 
the Department of Education 
“succumbed to the very bias 
that creation of the school was 
intended to dispel” when it 


forced the Muslim educator 
to quit her job as principal of 
Khalil Gibran. 

City officials reiterated 
their stance that Almontaser’s 
firing was legal. 

“As we’ve stated previ- 
ously, the [federal] finding 
was without any basis what- 
soever, and the [Department 
of Education] in no way dis- 
criminated against Ms. Al- 
montaser,” said Michael 
Best, a lawyer for the city. 
The whirlwind of controversy 
surrounding Almontaser be- 
gan back in February, 2007, 
when the educator unveiled 
an innovative English and Ar- 
abic curriculum that would, 
she said, foster greater under- 
standing between two cultures 
that are often perceived as be- 


ing at odds. 

Butright-wing bloggers got 
wind of the new school, and 
labels like “madrassa” and “ji- 
had school’ ’ began circulating 
in the media. 

During the furor, Al- 
montaser appeared in a New 
York Post article about a line 
of T-shirt designs that read, 
“Intifada NYC.” Almontaser 
failed to renounce the shirts in 
the article, and resigned in the 
subsequent firestorm. 

The school opened with- 
in the wake of the federal 
ruling in March that vindi- 
cated Almontaser, Khalil Gi- 
bran’s then-principal, Holly 
Anne Reichert, abruptly re- 
signed andBeshirAbdellatif 
took over, making him the 


first Muslim-American to 
run the school in its brief 
history — a coincidence 
that did not elude the em- 
battled educator. 

“While it is shameful that 
it took a finding of discrimi- 
nation by an independent fed- 
eral agency to force the city’s 
hand, I hope that this appoint- 
ment will bring the stability 
and leadership to the school 
that it so badly needs,” Al- 
montaser said. 

Almontaser currently 
works as a special education 
coordinator at a high school 
in Brooklyn, and is still await- 
ing a decision by the US Court 
of Appeals on another lawsuit 
charging thatherFirst Amend- 
ment rights were violated by 
her firing. 


KENT... 


Continued from page 1 
“I have five kids and I’m the 
breadwinner of the family. 
I needed to improve my fi- 

After Guzman spoke with 
several co-workers and did 
his own research about how 
to organize them to ask for 
better wages and health ben- 
efits, a representative from 
the building’s management 
company, Roseland Proper- 
ties, questioned him about 
his activities — then deliv- 
ered the news. 

“I asked them why I was 
being fired and they said be- 
cause I was rallying for the 
union,” said Guzman. 

Martinez also received 
notice from his employer, 
Lifestyles Services, that 
he had been laid off, but he 
says he hasn’t even been told 
why he has been fired or re- 
ceived his checks from pre- 

“I haven’t told my son. 
I don’t know what to do,” 
said Martinez. “I may need 
to seek some kind of help. 
Right now I’m going crazy 
with this.” 

Labor disputes have been 
rare in Williamsburg over the 
past five years during the real 
estate boom. Many of the new 
developments along the wa- 
terfront, including The Edge 
onN. Fifth Street, use union 
laborers, as stipulated by the 
city during its 2005 water- 
front rezoning. But 184 Kent 
is arenovated property, which 
was exempt from the rezon- 
ing agreement. 

Still, the building man- 
agement company, Rose- 
land Properties, likely did 
not have the legal recourse to 
terminate the workers’ con- 
tracts. Federal law prohibits 
employers from discharging 
or disciplining anyone who 
seeks to be represented by 

“If the employees are 
trying to organize and they 
are dismissed for that rea- 


son, that’s an unfair labor 
practice,” said A1 Blyer, the 
Brooklyn regional director 
of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board. “The remedy is 
to offer their jobs back, with 
some back pay.” 

That’s what Guzman and 
Martinez want — as long as 
they are unionized. The av- 
erage salary for a unionized 
concierge is between $ 19 and 
$22 an hour, while a handy- 
man would earn almost $20 
an hour, numbers based on 
last month’s apartment build- 
ing workers settlement. 

The men have contacted 
the SEIU-32BJ, a service 
workers union, to handle 
their labor case. So far, 14 
workers have signed cards 
saying that they want to j oin 

“We hope to get the men 
working again and get their 
jobs back,” said Kwame 
Patterson, a spokesman for 
SEIU, which has already filed 
a complaint with the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board 
against Roseland Properties, 
Lifestyles Services, and the 
building’s developer, JMH 
Development, for “interro- 
gation, threats and wrong- 
ful termination.” 

For now, the fired work- 
ers handed out fliers out- 
side their former employer’s 
building last week inform- 
ing tenants about the firings. 
On Wednesday afternoon, as 
tenants were returning from 
work, some took the flyers, 
cheering “right on.” Others 
reacted with surprise, prom- 
ising to call the building’s de- 
veloper with complaints. 

“We’ve been getting a 
good response,” said Mar- 
tinez. “People are calling 
and e-mailing the manage- 

Calls to Roseland Prop- 
erties were not returned and 
a spokesman for JMH De- 
velopment declined to com- 



Public Advocate Bill DeBlasio talks to Zelphia Phillips. 


DEBLASIO 


Continued from page 1 

risdiction, alas). 

But DeBlasio was not de- 

“We want to make our- 
selves available to help peo- 
ple deal with city agencies,” 

In fact, the public advo- 
cate seemed relieved to hear 
the select private concerns 
that reflected greater issues. 
One woman, who refused to 
give her name, told DeBlasio 
that charter schools should 
accept students regardless of 
their test scores and grades. 
She said she was upset her 
daughter could not get into 
one and remains in public 
school, where some teach- 


ers “don’t care if students 

And Sabrett vendor Ab- 
dul Karim called for the pub- 
lic advocate’s attention to a 
pressing matter: the theft 
of food and drinks from 
his cart by high school stu- 
dents after dismissal time last 
week. Karim ranted that hun- 
dreds of kids, who regularly 
swarm the stand’s comer each 
weekday afternoon, left “not 
one bit of food” — and po- 
lice haven’t been helpful. 
DeBlasio listened intently, 
but after Karim tried to re- 
fer the advocate to another 
victim down the street that 
Dr. DeBlasio told his patient 
that, alas, his time was up. 
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The Brooklyn Hospital Center Community Health Fair 

Saturday, June 12, 2010 ioam-3pm 

Fort Greene Park (DeKalb Ave. & Washington Park) 


Free Screenings 

Asthma Screening • Cholesterol • Glucose 
Blood Pressure • Dental • Hearing 
Posture and Balance • Foot Screening 
Vascular Screening 


For Children 

Pediatric Services 
Nutrition and Safety Information 


Information 

Wellness for Kids & Adults • Cancer Prevention 
Home Health Care • Weight Loss Surgery 
TBHC Recruitment • Patient Rights and 
Health Care Proxy • HIV/AIDS Prevention 
Smoking Cessation • Medication Management 
Health Insurance 






o 


The Brooklyn Hospital Center 

Keeping Brooklyn healthy. 


member 

J NewYork- Presbyterian 

~\ Healthcare System 

affiliate: Weill Cornell Medical College 


(^healthfirst 

nekftbot^ d 


Amen! Twice 

Hy U-HKHatUfit 
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1 MetroTech Center @ Jay & Myrtle 

Discount tickets up to 50% off for same-day evening and 
next-day matinee performances of Broadway, Off Broadway, 
music, dance and Brooklyn performing arts events. 


HOURS: TUESDAY- SATURDAY 11am - 6pm 



TKTS is a project of Theatre Development 
Fund, a not-for-profit service organization 
for the performing arts. 





NSIDE DINING I PERFORMING ARTS I NIGHTLIFE I BOOKS I CINEMA 
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Cool it down 


Mix up relief from the heat — in your own kitchen 

M emorial Day is behind us, so it's officially sum- concept of staying cool when everyone around you cocktail and even advice on making your own beer 
mer in our book. But summer gets hot, so we've is melting. So in this special section, you'll find tips on (first piece of advice? Grab a beer before reading the 
prepared a package of stories around the universal making your own ice cream, shaking a perfect summer advice on howto make your own beer). Enjoy! 



Angels of 
ice cream 

By Kristen V. Brown 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

S ometimes you leave it to the experts. 
Sometimes — particularly when ri- 
diculously amazing ice cream from 
Phinizy and Phebe is involved — you 
don’t. 

With flavors like 
goat cheese caramel 
and fluffnut — stud- 
ded with Ritz crack- 
ers, Marshmallow 
Fluff, peanut butter, 
caramel and choco- 
late — do-it-yourself ice cream masters 
Jess Eddy and Crista Freeman, aka Phin- 
izy and Phebe, have managed to intro- 
duce something shiny and new to an ice 
cream scene already packed with inven- 
tive flavors from folks like Blue Marble 
and Van Leeuwen. 

Better yet, they’re doing it all from 
the confines of their teeny Williams- 
burg kitchen. DIY, indeed! 

The confections aren’t in stores yet, but 
watch out, these ladies are on fire. After 
debuting earlier this month at the Brook- 
lyn Lyceum, the duo has already found 
itsdelf bombarded with e-mails, clamor- 

Web gurus by day, the pair started off in- 
nocently enough, taking up ice cream mak- 
ing as a fun indoor hobby over the winter. 
Soon though, they were hooked. 


“We’ve been making ice cream together 
since about February — just for fun,” said 
Freeman. “Then it became this crazy ob- 
session. We were prototyping two flavors a 
weekend. One time, we even made four.” 
For many of the flavors, the two take in- 
spiration from their childhoods growing up 
in Maine (Eddy) and the south (Freeman) 
— like for instance the Fluffnut, which was 


inspired by fluffernutter sandwiches their 
moms used to make them as kids. 

This spring, they decided to take their 
obsession mainstream, bringing it to fairs, 
like one at the Brooklyn Lyceum. 

For now, the duo is working in home 
kitchen-sized four quart “nano batches,” 
but an expansion is on the horizon. Even- 
tually, they’ll sell it in stores, and per- 


haps offer ice cream delivery or open up 

In the meantime, catch them at the 
Hester Street fair in Manhattan June 12 
and 13, and the Homemade Brooklyn pop- 
up shop on June 25. 

Watch out Van Leeuwen — looks like 
someone’s about to give you a run for your 
artisanal ice cream money. 


Check 
out the 
recipe on 
page 9 


Brooklyn’s 
new drink 

Manhattan has its own cocktail. So 
does Singapore, Russia and even freakin’ 
Long Island. And now, thanks to us, our 
worthy borough finally has a drink to 
call its own. 

Meet “The Brooklyn Summer,” a minty- 
lemony-bourbon classic crafted exclu- 
sively for our readers by Luke Wheeler, 
the general manager of DUMBO hotspot 

Wheeler’s blend offers a hint of sweet- 
ness that never fully overwhelms the bour- 
bon bite. 

“The simple syrup and mint leaves give 
it a bright, summery flavor,” said Wheeler, 
who used bourbon in a nod to the classic 


The Brooklyn Summer 

Created by Luke Wheeler 

INGREDIENTS 

4 mint leaves 
Simple syrup 

2 ounce Maker's 


DIRECTIONS 

Cut the lemon 

in half, and cut one half into three 
slices. Muddle mint and lemon slices 
with simple syrup. Squeeze in juice 
from remaining lemon half. Pour in 
Maker's Mark. 

Top with crushed ice. Garnish with 
a copyofyourfavorite Community 
Newspaper Group print edition. 


summer cocktail, the mint julep. “And 
everyone likes lemonade.” 

reBar [147 Front St. near Jay Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 797-2322], Look out 
in mid-June for the bar's new summer 
cocktail menu. — Meredith De/iso 



Make your own beer! 


o you’re thinking about brewing beer 

Lucky for you, many before you have 
adventured into homebrewing, pioneering 
the way for beer enthusiasts to start making 
their own brew in bathtubs. “Anybody who 
homebrews likes to craft things from hand,” 
said Kevin Avanzato, general manager of 
Union Hall, which is hosting a homebrew- 
ing competition on June 15. “To be able to 
make your own beer is magical.” 

Here’s a look at stores where you can 
buy tools and ingredients (where would 
one buy hops, anyway?) as well as find 
friendly advice and classes. 

Try it 

In January, Benjamin Stutz and Dan- 
ielle Cefaro opened Brooklyn Homebrew 


Beer guru: Brooklyn Homebrew 
owner Benjamin Stutz shares with 
us how you make beer at home. 


in Gowanus, a space devoted to DIY brew- 
ing. Begin your adventure in homebrewing 
with a $75 introductory kit, which includes 
a fermenting bucker, bottling bucker, air 
See BEER on page 9 


EVENT 


Hello honey 

Happy bee-day! 

On June 12, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
celebrates its 100th birthday the sweetest way 
it knows possible. 

From bee-made and -inspired products to 
honey taste tests from local beekeepers, it’s an 
apiary extravaganza. 

| Fill up on honey products 

made by Liddabit Sweets and 
Sugaibuilt and the sweet stuff 
itself made by local roof- 
top beekeepers, who got a 
boost after the city made the 
practice legal in the city this 
past March. 

Throughout the day, sam- 
ple sounds from local bands including soul re- 
vival act the Sweet Divines, performing with the 
queen bee herself, Maxine Brown; Brooklyn’s 
own kings of a cappella, The Persuasions; the 
gypsy jazz of Stephane Wrembel andhis Django 
Experiment; as well as a special performance by 
Hiten Marimba Duo of — what else — “Flight 
of the Bumblebee.” 

There’s a lot to bee excited about. 

"Centennial Bee-Day Party" at the Brook- 
lyn Botanic Garden [1000 Washington Ave. at 
Crown Street in Crown Heights], June 12, 11 
am-6 pm. Free. For info, visit www.bbg.org. 

— Meredith Deliso 



Global film 

It’s the Sundance that spans the seas. 

More than 100 cutting edge films lensed 
from as far away as Uruguay and as close as 
Union Street will premiere from June 4 to 
June 13 as the Brooklyn International Film 
Festival celebrates its 13th year. 

There’ll be the requi- 
site dramas, documen- 
taries, eye-popping ani- 
mation and short films 
of every stripe — and 
there’s even a flick 
about bloggers. 

Hey, what would a 
Brooklyn-based film 
festival be without 
“Colin Hearts Kay” a 
delightfully wacky live action/animation com- 
edy set in Park Slope that exposes the true danger 
about blogging — it’s hell on relationships. 

Festival screening director Nathan Kensinger 
said that more than 2,400 submissions from 
throughout the U.S. and more than 90 other 
countries were sent in for consideration. 

“It was an extremely tight competition, but 
we picked the ones that stood out, the ones 
that expressed the most current, exciting and 
newest ideas,” he said. 

Brooklyn International Film Festival at 
the Brooklyn Heights Cinema [70 Henry St. 
between Cranberry and Orange streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 596-7070] and 
indieScreen [285 Kent Ave. between S. 
First and S. Second streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388-4306], For info, visit www. 
brooklynfilmfestival.org. — Thomas Tracy 



COMEDY 


Best ever 


Get ready for your best night ever. 

On June 13, PaulF. Tompkins, best known as the 
irreverent, gap-toothed host of “Best Week Ever,” 
as well as a cast member on “Mr. Show,” comes 
to the Bell House for a night of comedy. 

Tompkins has local fans to thank for the show. 

As part of an ongoing 
bit about social media, 
Tompkinshasvowedto 
perform wherever 300 
online admirers de- 

I It’s a modest number 

forthedappercomedian, 
I jfl who’sgainedfansfbrhis 
|J three-piece suits, as well 

as his kingly storytell- 
ing, which delves from the personal (his moth- 
er’s death) to the silly (cake vs. pie). 

“There has been a debate raging in our society 
for many, many years,” says Tompkins in the lat- 
ter bit. “People are on one side or the other. There 
doesn’t seem to be any middle ground. 

“Some people like cake more than pie, some 
people like pie more than cake,” he continues, 
building momentum. “We’ve never been able 
to agree which one is best — until this his- 

Pau^F. Tompkins at the Bell House [149 
Seventh St. between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], June 
13 at 8 pm. Tickets $20. For info, visit www. 
t hebellhouseny.com. — Meredith Deliso 


Crazy Tuesday Special: 

1 slice +12oz soft drink: $2.00 

DAILY SPECIALS: 


soft drink: $5.00 

’ TU - 1 slice + small garden salad 
+ 16oz soft drink: $5.50 
Large garden salad + bottle water: $5.00 
Hero sandwich, any size: includes FREE 
16oz soft drink or bottle water 
Specials available for pick-up only, 11am to 3pm daily 

Safionita. 

PIZZA 

DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN 


27 Smith Street (near Livingston Street) 

718-643-7777 

Open Sunday to Friday, 10:30am to 7pm 
Corporate accounts welcome • Catering for all events 

www.saporitapizza.com 

View our full menu • Print coupons • Order online 



10% OFF WITH THIS AD 

nyc's only plus size 
vintage and resale boutique 
open 7 days 

new clothing arriving daily 


NEXT WEEK ON WATER STREET... 

WORLD CUP# * 

BEGINS JUNE 11! . f 

WATCH ON OUR BIG SCREENS > 




^VaterStreet 


Restaurant & Lounge 

66 Water Street in DUMBO 

718-625-9352 

www.waterstreetrestaurant.com 



I'Rlfs ttWRie 

EXPERT BRA FITTER 

366 ATLANTIC AVENUE 

(Between Hoyt & Bond. Located in Kimera) 

718.422.1149 
















The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.t 


(718) 260-2500 


June 4-10, 2010 



FAMOUSLY DELICIOUS SINCE 1984 


DELIVERIES, TAKE OUT & CATERING 

ORDER ONLINE 

GET 10% OFF 



WHERE TO GO 



NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 







Park Slope Paper, Sunsefparfpa^ffwfndsor Terrace Paper. 
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BEER... 

Continued from page 7 
lock, thermometer and other 
tools (to find out why exactly 
you need those items, check 
out our accompanying guide 
to homebrewing). 

And there wouldn’t be any 
beer without grains, yeast, 
hops andmalt extract, of which 
Brooklyn Homebrew sells a 
rotating variety. 

Brooklyn Homebrew [163 
Eighth St. near Third Ave- 
nue in Gowanus, (718) 309- 
4267], For info, visit www. 
brooklyn-homebrew.com. 

Stock up 

Stephen Valand and Erica 
Shea of the Brooklyn Brew 
Shop sell one-gallon brewing 
kits, as well as grain, hops, 
yeast and other equipment 


Beer 101 

We asked Benjamin 
Stutz of Brooklyn Home- 
brew in Gowanus to break 
down the process for us 
(which we've simplified 
even more). 
INGREDIENTS 
Water (five gallons 
recommended for 
the first batch, which 


Liquid yeast 
INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Bring water to a boil. 

2. Dissolve malt extract 
in the water with the flame 
off to avoid burning the 
extract. Once dissolved, 
return to a boil. 

3. Add hops and boil for 
60 minutes. The resulting 
liquid is called the wort. 


4. Chill the wort to pre- 
vent any contamination 
and to ensure a clear-col- 

5. Cool wort to about 72 
degrees (though this tem- 
perature can vary depend- 
ing on whether you're mak- 
ing ale or lager). 

6. Once cooled, pour 
wort into fermenter and 
add yeast. 

7. Vigorously shake or 
rock the fermenter for five 
to 10 minutes. 


8. Attach an airlock. 

9. Let beer sit at a con- 
sistent temperature (be- 
tween 62 and 75 degrees, 
depending on style) in a 
dark space for one to two 

10. Once fermentation 
is complete, keg or bottle 

For a fuller explanation, 
visit www.BrooklynPaper. 


to brewing novices and pros, 
with the city dweller in mind 
— the kits are small for those 
with limited space. Because 
not only do you want your 
beer to taste good, you want 
it to look good, too. 

Brooklyn Brew Shop at 
the Brooklyn Flea (176 Lafay- 
ette Ave. between Clermont 


and Vanderbilt avenues in 
Fort Greene, no phone), and 
also online at www.brooklyn- 
brewshop.com. 

Take classes 

At the Brooklyn Kitchen 
in Williamsburg, you can 
take classes, as well as 
mingle with homebrewers 


at their monthly Brewing 
Salon. But first, the basics; 
homebrewer extraordinaire 
Dan Pizzillo leads the spot’s 
homebrewing crash course 
(the next one’s up on June 
10), where you can learn all 
about malt, yeast, and tools 
to brew at home, as well as 
get your own equipment kit. 


It’s the closest thing to beer 
school you can find. 

Brooklyn Kitchen [100 
Frost St. near Leonard Street 
in Williamsburg (718) 389- 
2982]. Upcoming home- 
brewing classes are on 
June 10 and 23 at 6:30 pm 
and cost $125. For info, visit 
www.brooklynkitchen.com. 



RESTAURANT/BAR 

Serving Lunch & Dinner • Private Parties 
We Deliver Lunch & Dinner! 

Open 7 days • Valet parking 


10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St) • Bay Ridge 
(718) 833-1313 • View our menu at www.101nyc.com 


The icecream 
of the summer! 

Fluffnut ice cream is Phinizy & Phebe's signature 
flavor, inspired by the peanut butter-and-fluff Ritz 
cracker sandwiches we used to eat as kids. The ice 
cream smiths added a twist by covering the delicious 
sandwiches in caramel and chocolate. Nice. 

Fluffnut ice cream 


FOR THE FLUFFNUTS 
20 Ritz crackers 
10 tbls. peanut butter 
lOtbls. Marshmallow 
Fluff 

3/4 cup brown sugar 
3/4 stick butter 
15 oz. semi-sweet 
chocolate chips 
FOR THE ICE CREAM 
2 large eggs 
3/4 cup sugar 
2 cups of heavy cream 

To make the ice cream: 


make the sandwiches. Put 
the cracker sandwiches 

Prepare the caramel 
by placing the butter and 
brown sugar in a medium 
saucepan. Stir and bring 
to boil. Reduce heat to 
a simmer for one to two 
minutes. Mixture may be 
lumpy, that's OK. 

To melt the chocolate, 
first boil about one cup of 
water in a saucepan over 
medium heat. Simulate < 


Whisk eggs in a mixing d ° uble boil f r b y P, lacin g 
bowl until light and fluffy, a heatproof metal bowl 


about one to two minutes. 
Whisk in the sugar, a lit- 

tinue whisking untile 


top of saucepan. Put 
chocolate chips in sauce- 
pan and melt, stirring un- 
til fully melted. Be careful 


5 -cream maker ac- Now, to make the fluff- 

ing to manufactur- nuts, spoon caramel over 
' • each cracker sandwich, 

sring. Then do 
with the choc- 
olate. Cool fluffnuts in 
refrigerator for about 


_ .ructions. 

To make the sand- fully 
wiches: Place 10 Ritz 
crackers, top side down, 
about an inch apart on 


butter on each cracker, from freezer when done 
Then do the same for the and crush fluffnuts into 
fluff. Cover with the re- the ice cream, 
maining Ritz crackers to Eat. 




Brooklyn 
Children’s 
Sports 
& Fitness 
Expo 


$ 


Boys & Girls 
High School 
1700 Fulton Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

June 12, 2010 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITOR 

BOOTHS 

AVAILABLE 



Come Out and Meet 
NYC Fitness Czar & 
Body Sculpt President 

VINCE FERGUSON 


S' 

\ 

Sports Clinics* 

Fun for the Entire Family 

Basketball ■ Archery ■ Jump Rape 

■ Professional Instructors 

Tennis ■ Fencing ■ Golf ■ Gymnastics 

■ Health Screenings: 

Hip Hop ■ Step ■ Soccer ■ Hula Hoop 

Vision, Dental, Hearing, Asthma 

Track & Field ■ Baseball ■Wrestling 

■ Nutrition and Weight Counseling 

Football ■ Volleyball ■ Much Mare 

■ Gift hags for children [while supplies last] 

■ Games and Prizes 

■ Exhibitor Booths 

■ Live Entertainment 

V 

J 


m 


UFT 


SNY) 


I# BARCLAYS 

W 

Familv Publications inetroFCS. HVC 

k. 


VLM 



SUBWAY: f 

BUS: Qj) to Fulton Street 


To learn more visit: WWW.bodySCUlpt.org 718-346-5852 



uei uacK 

.,! 555 ## 

In Cash Rebates! 


(FH Kl Dll RE) 

H a — P »2 Humidity Controls *2 Clear Crispers 

■ ■* ‘Clear Deli Drawer #FRT1 8HS6JW 


thru-the-wall 

Air Conditioning 

Specialist! 

We Carry All The Brands To Fit Your Existing Sleeves 


8,000 BTO 

•9.8EER -115 Volts -3 Speed Fan -Tilt-Out Filter 
•8-Way Air-Direction Control #GAA082P7A 




Stainless 

x— N Super Capacity Washer 

C Encore ) ;^“ h r ^ s s . 3WaterTem s 

Steel Tub! 

(UM 

Your Choice •Electronic Controls 

#haierRWT350AW 

\ r \ m Super Capacity Dryer 

r J f *6.5 cu.ft. »5 Auto Dry Cycles 

r ) ■ JwW *3 Temperature Settings 
— 1 ‘Ultra-Quiet Operation 

#haierRDE350AW 


3.5 Cu. Ft. King Size 
Capacity Washer 

•1 4 Wash Cycles •Electronic Controls 
•Stainless Steel Wash Drum 
#GLTF2940FS 

5.8 Cu. Ft. Super 
Capacity Dryer 

■7 Auto Dry Cycles •Elect. Controls 



Financial National Bank. Regular mil 


•Installations not available 


as. Additional charge if removed by installers 'Special terms applt to purchases charged with approved credit to the credit card issued by Wells Fa. 

um monthly payments are required during the special terms-period. The no-interest option means there is no interest if the puchase is paid in full within the special-terms period; otherwise, interest accrues from date of purchase at the 
regualr APR. For newly opened accounts, the Regular APR is 23.90%. All APRs may vary. All APRs are given as of 1 2/1/2009. Offer expires 6/30/1 0. NYC Consumer Affairs Lie. #0905375 
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IT'S SUMMERTIME, 
AND RATES ARE HOT. 


BestRate Checking 


% 

APY 


135 

On balances of $5,000 or more. 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 8 


„jm [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Pmsi ,or heights, 7 7: 
638-5000], www.brooklyn- 
museum.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN COM- 
MUNITY CHORUS: Singing 

to Broadway 0 $1 Oftslor se- 
niors and students). 7 pm. 
Old First Reformed Church 
[729 Carroll St. at Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-8300]. 

SALES AND MARKETS 

BAY RIDGE GREENMARKET: 

Food vendors galore. 8 
am-3 pm. Walgreens park- 
ing lot [9408 Third Ave. at 
94th Street, (718) 748-5200]. 
PARK SLOPE GREENMARKET: 
9 am-4 pm. Grand Army 
Plaza [Union Street at Flat- 

(212) 788-7900], cenyc.org.' 

PS 321 FLEA MARKET: Free. 9 

" m. PS 321 schoolyard 



TOY THEATER FESTIVAL: 


2:30 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 

liamsburcj, (718) 907-6189], 

THEATER, "STOOP- 

DREAMER AND OTHER 
BROOKLYN STORIES": 

Full cast reading directed 


from their keyboarc 
sound off about wh 
County of Kings rer 


Ly« 


m [227 Fourth Ave. 
‘dent Street 


^Seventh / 


36 Month CD 

9 W° 

i.L\J APY 

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

Visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to 
www.FlushingBank.com to find out more. 

FLUSHING 

Commercial ■ Business ■ Consumer Bank® 


Between Henry Street and 
Brooklyn Heights). 

SPRING TAG AND BAKE 
SALE: To benefit Park Slope 
Child Care Collective. Free. 
10 am-3 pm. Iglesia Pres- 
byterian [186 St. Johns PI. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 399-0397). 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 


‘New Accounts and new money only. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 
1 .35% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90 day period 
the rate will revert to standard pricing. The APY is effective May 19, 2010. You must maintain an 
average balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the 
monthly maintenance fee of $1 0. Fees may reduce earnings. Rates and offer are subject to change 
without notice. 

“APY effective May 19, 2010. Annual percentage yield assumes principle and interest remain on 
deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. A new BestRate 
or Relationship checking account is required to open the CDs with the preferred rate. For IRA and 
rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $1 ,000. A new checking account is not required 
for IRA accounts. New deposits only. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank 
account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. 


FULTON FLEA: Free. 11 am-7 
pm. [650 Fulton Street in 
Fort Greene, (917) 364- 
5648], www.fultonflea.com. 

RENEGADE CRAFT FAIR: An- 
nual outdoors craft market. 
Free. 11 am-5 pm. McCa- 
rren Park [Bedford Avenue 
at N. 12th Street in Wil- 
liamsburg, (773) 227-2707], 


ART, "NAILED": More than 
1,200 paintings, drawings, 
photographs, mixed media 
and sculptures by 250 art- 


Waterfront Artists Coalition 
[499 Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (917) 
655-2980], www.bwac.org. 

LIBERTY WEEKEND: See Fri- 


(718) 624-5466], 

NATIVE AMERICAN CEL- 
EBRATION: 11 am-7 pm. 


IE OF AFRICAN DRUM- 
MING TRADITIONS: Four 
Brooklyn drummers talk 

practice of Afro-diasporic 
drumming in Brooklyn. 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library's Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East- 

Plazaln S Slope, "(71 8)^ 
230-2100]. 

READING, ANDREW RICH- 
MOND AND CUFF BEN- 


Hook, (718)246-8050], 
www.rockysullivans.com. 
MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON- 
CERT: With FLUX Quartet. 
$25 ($20 seniors, $10 stu- 


Street in DUMBO, (718) 624- 
2083], www.bargemusic.org. 
OPERA, "CARMEN": 3 pm. 

THEATER, "CHEMISTRY": As 

part of the Too Soon Fes- 
tival. $15. 5 pm. Brick The- 


liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, "RIP JD — A CEL- 
EBRATION OF DEATH": 7 

pm. See Saturday, June 5. 

SALES AND MARKETS 


Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

THEATER, "REDBEARD AND 
DOMICELLA": 7 pm. See 
Saturday, June 5. 

TALK, "FIVE HUNDRED 45S 
— A GRAPHIC HISTORY 
OF THE SEVEN-INCH RE- 

show-arid-tell of the art- 
work collected in this new 
book. 7:30-9 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
~ enpoint, (718) 


Brooklyn Public Library's 
Central branch [Flatbush 

S^X n (71^)2^0-2100]. Parl< 

WORKSHOPS ON NATIVE 
AND AFRICAN CULTURE: 

Cultural education series. 
$25. 7 pm. Brooklyn Ma- 
sonic Temple [317 Clermont 
Ave. between DeKalb and 

Greene! p a i^743 S -2835r 

THEATER, INTERNATIONAL 
TOY THEATER FESTIVAL: 

10 pm. See Friday, June 4. 


$35. 8 pm. Irondale Center 
[85 S. Oxford St. in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

FESTIVAL, GREEK FESTIVAL: 


THEATER, INTERNATIONAL 
TOY THEATER FESTI- 
VAL: 7:30 pm. See Friday, 

THEATER, "CHEMISTRY": 7:30 
pm. See Sunday, June 6. 
COMEDY NIGHT: 8 pm. See 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON- 
CERT: With Pavel Haas 
“ ' t. $35 ($30, se ' 


$25 sti 


»ic [Fultoi 


5arge- 



Iqlesia Presbyterian Church 
[186 St John's Place at Sev- 
enth Avenue in Park Slope, 
Brooklyn, (718) 399-0397]. 

FESTIVAL, GREEK FESTIVAL: 


ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Noc 
pm. See Saturday, June 
FARMERS MARKET: Free 


am-5 pr 


, J. Byrne F 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourtl 
Street in Park Slope). 

FULTON FLEA: 11 am-7 pr 
See Saturday, June 5. 

OTHER 

ART, "NAILED": 1-6 pm. S 
Saturday, June 5. 

LIBERTY WEEKEND: 10 am-4 

NATIVE AMERICAN CEL- 
EBRATION: 11 am-7 pm. 

ELECTRONICS WASTE COL- 
LECTION: Noon-2 pm. 

See Saturday, June 5. 

ISSUE PROJECT ROOM 


TOUR, HISTORIC TROLLEY 
TOURS: Explore Green- 
Wood Cemetery's histoiy, 
grounds and bird life, enjoy 
views of Manhattan's sky- 

' 1 , . : . lO C SO' VV; 

recommendeTS ($10for 

pm. Green-Wood Cemetery 
[25th St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Green-Wood Heights, (718) 
768-7300], www.green- 
woodcemetery.org. 

TALK, "UNDERSTANDING 
DEMENTIA" SEMINAR: 
Hosted by Prospect Park 


MUSIC, BROOKLYN WOM- 
EN'S CHORUS: $10 ($6 for 
children). 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West 

Slope, (718) 768-2972], 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN CON- 
SERVATORY COMMU- 
NITY ORCHESTRA: Fea- 
turing works by Dukas and 
Beethoven. $15. 8 pm. St. 

Church' P57 Montague St. 

lyn Heights, (718) 622- 
3300], www.bqcm.org. 
COMEDY NIGHT: Featuring 

Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
230-4100], www.bam.org. 
THEATER, "DEATH IS A 
SCREAM": As part of the 
Too Soon Fe ’ 

9:30 pm. Br’ 


[5751 


Metropolitan Ave. 
)urg, (71 8) 907-61 89], 


[1 Prospect Pa 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

HEALTH, COMMUNITY 


ings, demonstrations, and 


HelenG reek Church [64 
Schermerhorn St. between 


Flushing Ba 


ie of Flushing Savings Bank, 


WILLIAMSBURG SPELLING 
BEE: The first 18 people 
get to play. Three strikes 
and you're out. Free. 7:30 
pm. Pete's Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 

(718) 302-3770], www. 

BINDLESTIFF FAMILY 
CIRKUS: Variety stage 


THEATER, "HAPPILY AFTER 
TONIGHT": As part of 
the Too Soon Festival. 

$15. 7 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 

liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, INTERNATIONAL 
TOY THEATER FESTI- 
VAL: 7:30 pm. See Friday, 

TALK, "EVERYTHING 
LOVELY, EFFORTLESS, 

Jenny Hollowell former new 
book. 7:30-9 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 

3{Xl)09^,Xo r^ Idy m 

FILM, "CYRUS": Film takes 
an insightful, funny and 


780-2860]. 

’OUR, WILLIAMSBURG 
— HISTORY, ART AND 


PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, INTERNATIONAL 
TOY THEATER FE5TIVAL: 

OPERA, "CARMEN": 3 pm. 

5ee Saturday, June 5. 
THEATER, "RIP JD — A CEL- 
EBRATION OF DEATH": 

4:30 pm. See Saturday, 
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FOLLOW OUR DAILY 
UPDATES ON TWITTER 

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper 


JUDITH JAMISON ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Masazumi Chaya associate artistic director 



“Every American owes 
it to him or herself to 
see the Ailey company 
perform Revelations." 


OPRAH WINFREY 
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Southern comfort 

Seersucker in Carroll Gardens does Dixie proud 


T 

i dt 


r he concept at Seersucker is 
much like the Carroll Gar- 
dens restaurant’s name — a 
polished southern classic. 

Seersucker is a dressed-up hom- 
age to Chef Robert Newton’s Ar- 
kansas childhood, a collaboration 
between Newton, a Le Cirque vet- 
eran and private chef, and his girl- 
friend, Kerry Diamond. 

“When Rob came to New York, 



- [329 Smith St. 


alongside a perfectly tender duck leg 
and topped with cornbread crumbs. 
The roasted Vidalia onion ($ 17), with 
shiitakes and wheat berries, was juicy, 
sweet and strangely decadent; a sur- 
prisingly thoughtful vegetarian op- 



The $11 hot dog 

After conquering mile-long beer lists at granddaddyofeveryotherhotdogthathasever 
Spuyten Duyvil and barbeque at Fette Sau, graced the earth. Two franks are deep fried, 
Joe Carroll decided that the next thing the stuffed in a giant-sized bun of “pizza bread” 
intersection ofHavemeyer and Metropolitan and topped with golden, crispy French fries 
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Sunshine's Back! 


We have the 
BEST PRICES of 
any Day Care in 
Park Slope! 

•Co 

JUNE^ . nyC & NYS fully 

"We care for your kids like our own, 
in an environment like your home." 


FAMILY CALENDAR 
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SUMMER AT 
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enrolled get advanced skills HuggS Summer 

'SfJ? 6 We accept all City and State funded Program 

V programs for kid 0-6 years old! %£%&£! 


Parent's Sunshine Daycare 



DAY SCHOOL, INC. 


COME JOIN IN THE 



me : ®m is 5 S 5 S 

Two to Five da/s per week “ate.' muTZtT B = a c-a mem = = c 
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Fri. nights 
at 7:00 pm 







My car went 
to Heaven! 


718-491-2525 
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MEDICAL HELP WANTED 


An Exciting Challenge. A Rewarding Choice. 
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ISLAND 
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Filmmaker's collaborates on Brooklyn 
vodka, kick-offs Brooklyn Blogfest 


He doesn’t live in Brooklyn any- 
more, and he doesn’t blog, but Spike 
Lee will be the main draw at this year’s 
Brooklyn Blogfest. 

And he’ll be shilling vodka, no 

On June 8, the iconic filmmaker 
will make an appearance at the annual 
blog gathering, held in Park Slope at 
the Brooklyn Lyceum. 

The event will serve in part as a 
coming out for Lee’s latest joint — a 
Brooklyn-themed vodka made by Ab- 
solut — two days before the official 
launch party for the liquor at power- 
House Arena in DUMBO. 

Absolut approached event orga- 
nizer Louise Crawford, the founder 
of the seminal Web site Only the Blog 
Knows Brooklyn, about sponsoring 
the Blogfest, and she was immedi- 
ately on board. 

“I was impressed that they had 
done their research and found me,” 
said Crawford, who added that Lee’s 
a good fit with the Blogfest because 
of his “creative energy.” 

“One of the themes of the Blogfest 
is, ‘What is this atmosphere, this cre- 
ativity, that seems to be rampant in 
Brooklyn right now?”’ added Craw- 
ford, who, in addition to being the 
fairy godmother of borough bloggers, 
is also a columnist for The Brook- 
lyn Paper. 

To frilly explore that theme of cre- 
ativity. mixologists will be concoct- 
ing cocktails using the new limited- 
edition Brooklyn vodka — a ginger 
and apple blend — for bloggers, who 
tend to be thirstier than the general 
public. 

Lee, who designed the bottle’s art, 
will also speak about the project and 
why he got involved. 

“Brooklyn is all about the stoop, so 
we wanted that to be the focal point,” 
said Lee, who was born in Atlanta but 
grew up in Fort Greene. “It’s all about 
the 718 this summer, so let the Absolut 
Brooklyn stoop parties begin.” 

(Before you heed Lee’s advice and 
break out the flavored vodka at your 
next stoop hang, just remember — it’s 
not legal to drink in public, even in the 
seeming privacy of your own stoop. 
Also, check out our panel’s review of 




Spike Lee (pictured above with 
Clive Owen on the set on "Inside t 
Man") debuts his latest project, 
a borough-inspired vodka, at the 74-- 
Brooklyn BlogFest on June 8. ^ 


Lee’s concoction our this video online 
at www.BrooklynPaper.com.) 

To help him bring it back to the 
stoop, Lee got design help from hip- 
hop artist Lemon Andersen, a Brook- 
lyn native and frequent collaborator 
of the filmmaker’s, who recently pro- 
duced his off-Broadway show. At the 
Blogfest, Andersen will join Lee and 
perform new spoken word poetry. 

Thanks to the partnership with Ab- 
solut, the first major one for the an- 
nual event, the Blogfest will be free 
for the first time in its five-year his- 
tory. It’s also given Crawford the op- 
portunity to evaluate her event, which 
draws hundreds of bloggers from all 
across Brooklyn. 

“When you get bigger and have a 
sponsor and celebrities coming, it re- 
ally forces you to crystallize in your 
mind: what is the essence ofthe event?” 
said Crawford. “You have to work that 
much harder to preserve the essence 
of this tribal gathering of people who 
believe in this democratic free form 
of expressions that’s very creative and 
limitless.” 

For their part, bloggers don’t seem 
to mind the new partner. 

“There’s such a cacophony of voices 
that I doubt it will change the char- 


acter of the event much beyond add- 
ing some superficial advertising visu- 
als,” said Nick Juravich, of the blog I 
Love Franklin Ave., who plans on at- 
tending this year’s Blogfest. “[Abso- 
lut’s] presence is interesting in that it 
speaks to the growing perception of 
blogs as mainstream sources for news 
and entertainment.” 

Long-time attendee Rob Lenihan, 
of the blog Luna Park Gazette, views 
it similarly. 

“I see it as a sign of how much the 
Brooklyn Blogfest has grown,” said 
Lenihan, who will be running “The 
Shout Out,” a forum for up-and-com- 
ing bloggers, at this year’s event. 

Other components of the Blogfest 
include “The Big Picture,” a video 
tribute to Brooklyn’s photo bloggers, a 
panel discussion by WNYC’s Andrea 
Berstien, and “Blogs Outloud,” where 
actors will perform a 10-minute piece 
inspired by blog writing. 

Oh yeah — and drinking. Will that 
be straight-up, or on the rocks? 

Brooklyn Blogfest 2010 at the 
Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. at 
President Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-48161, June 8 at 7 pm. Free. For 
info, visit www.brooklynblogfest. 


He tore down that wall 


By Gary Buiso 

This summer, Red Hook- 
ers will finally have a bench 
with a view, as a somewhat 
breathtaking waterfront vista 
has been restored to a section 
of Red Hook Park. 

For the last four years, 
park-goers were left staring 
at an 18-foot-tall, 200-foot- 
long corrugatedmetal wall at 
Halleck and Clinton streets, 
a structure that separated the 
Gowanus Industrial Park 
from the park — and rudely 
obstructed views of Henry 
Street Basin, a quaint harbor 
along the Hudson Bay. 

Things looked promising 
in 2008, when the Brook- 
lyn Supreme Court ruled 
that business owner John 


Quadrozzi illegally built the 
structure and had 90 days to 
tear down the wall. 

Quadrozzi appealed the 
case, extending the drama 


This w 


:r, he ra 


legal wiggle room, and the 
wall finally came tumbling 

With warmer weather fi- 
nally here, residents said they 
are prepared to take advantage 
to the change of scenery. 

“The wall prevented fam- 
ilies from enjoying the al- 
ternative recreation that this 
waterfront vista offers,” said 
Ludger Balan, a Red Hook 
resident and founder of the 
Urban Divers Estuary Con- 
servancy, an environmental 
advocacy group. 


Balan said he is pleased to 
see most of the wall is down, 
but complained that support 
poles remain moored in the 
ground, perhaps a sign that 
the structure may one day 
rise again. 

While the view has cer- 

Quadrozzi says his own vista is 
now becoming X-rated. 

He claimed that since taking 
down a controversial wall on 
his property last winter, tres- 
passers have had a field day — 
including abawdy duo caught 
snapping nude photos. 

“The purpose of the fence 
was to keep out vandals, the 
drug trade, and other nega- 
tive uses,” he said, adding 
that he was just following city 
zoning regulations when he 


erected the wall, which he 
said protects the public from 
any noxious uses transpiring 
on his property. 

Deputy Inspector Ken- 
neth Corey, the command- 
ing officer of the 76th Pre- 
cinct, said that cops have not 


ing or engaged in any un- 
seemly activity. 

The city Law Department 
was just pleased that our long 
national nightmare is over on 
the Red Hook waterfront. 

“We are pleased to hear 
that Brooklynites appreciate 
having the view of the wa- 
terfront once again — our 
attorneys work hard to im- 
prove New Yorkers’ quality 
of life,” said agency spokes- 
woman Connie Pankratz. 


PPW bike lane is underway 


Construction is underway 
on the Prospect Park West bike 
lane — a controversial mea- 
sure that the city says will calm 
traffic, but that has done lit- 
tle to calm Park Slope driv- 
ers angry at the possibility 
of more congestion and less 
parking. 

The new lane markings 
that were painted on Tues- 
day show the beginnings of a 


two-way bike lane that ~p, 
will stretch from Grand jjft 

Army Plaza to Bartel & 
•quare, along 
with the four-foot buf- 
fer zone beside it that The 
will result in one fewer — 
lane for drivers. 

The city says that the re- 
moval of the lane will reduce 
the well-documented speeding 
on Prospect Park West. Op- 
ponents — Borough Presi- 
dent Markowitz among them 
— claim that the measure is 


MEAN 

Streets 

for Brooklyn’s byways 


too detrimental for drivers ina 
neighborhood alreadyplagued 
by terrible traffic. 

“It’s going to impact traf- 
fic terribly,” said Jack Nayer, 
a Park Slope local at a recent 
public hearing. “Just a few 


yards away is a bike lane — 
it’s called Prospect Park! Why 
not use that?” 

But regardless of the gripes, 
the city is pushing ahead. De- 
partment ofTransportation of- 
ficials said implementation of 
the bike lane would begin this 
month — and judging by the 
fact that the new markings ap- 
peared on the first day of the 
month, the city wants to com- 
plete the project faster than a 
soccer dad racing to a AYSO 
game. 
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New animal attraction 

Now someone is trying to poach turtles in Prospect Park! 


Turtles better hide in their 
shells — it appears someone 
is poaching the precious crea- 
tures from the lake in Pros- 
pect Park! 

Two regular parkgoers, 
Anne-Katrin Titze and Ed 
Bahlman, discovered the 
shocking trap in the water 
last Tuesday while cleaning 
the area around the nest of one 


of their beloved swans. 

The trap, which is slightly 
bigger than a shoebox, had 
a long line tethered to it, 
which was secured under a 
fallen tree. Titze snared the 
line with a stick after no- 
ticing that Sedna, a mother 
swan, was nibbling at some 
odd debris — turned out to 
be a shirt — near the bank 
of the lake. 

“It was like she wanted 


us to clean up,” said Bahl- 
man, explaining how they 
stumbled upon the shock- 
ing find. 

Bahlman and Titze even 
said they found another trap 
the day before. 

But park officials were 
hesitant to declare the traps 
a clear sign of poaching. 

“I can’t say [if that is] a tur- 
tle trap or what kind of trap it 
is or what animals someone 


Need Relief from 
Varicose Veins? 


was trying to trap with it,” 
said Eugene Patron, a spokes- 
man for the Prospect Park 
Alliance, who was shown 
a photograph of the appar- 
ent trap. But regardless, he 
added, “Trapping or captur- 
ing of wildlife is absolutely 
prohibited.” 

It is hard to imagine what 
other purpose the trap could 
have served. The basket is 
not meant to capture fish, 
and the area where it was 
found is preferred among 
turtles, which bask on the 
many fallen trees on the edge 
of the lake. 

“It’s clearly not a fish 


trap, because no fish could 
get caught in it,” said Max 
Gaspeny, a lifelong fisher- 
man familiar with Prospect 
Park. “Aturtle wasnotblessed 
with the grace of a fish, so it 
wouldn’t be able to get out of 
there quickly — it’s a crude 
trap, but I can’t imagine what 
else [someone] wouldbe going 
after with that thing.” 



uncommon for people to eat 
the meat of turtles and or use 
the shells as decorations. 

The latest discovery 
only reinforced Bahlman 
and Titze’s concerns about 
the safety of the lake for the 


Parkgoers Anne-Katrin Titze and Ed Bahlman con- 
tinue to make unsettling discoveries at the lake in 
Prospect Park. Last Tuesday, they found what ap- 
peared to be a turtle trap. 

diverse wildlife that call it and wounded by a stray hook 
home. and line as well. 

Last week, a cygnet met Subsequent reports re- 
its demise after it became vealed that the swans’ vio- 
entangled in fishing line, lent nature was rearing its 
Sedna was wrapped and up feathered head again, as a 
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Call the Vein Care Experts at: 

866.996.9729 

■ Clinically proven, non-surgical technique performed 
by highly trained vascular interventionalists 

■ Warm, caring staff in a welcoming environment 

■ Moderate sedation available for your comfort 

■ Covered by most major health insurers 

■ Immediate return to your normal routine 

Centers throughout New York City and Long Island. 
Please call for one located near you. 

Bronx I Brooklyn I Nassau I Suffolk 
Manhattan I Staten Island I Westchester 


AVC 


american vein care An affiliate of American Access Care 



Continued from page 1 
was in the park with his New- 
found-retriever pooch. “All 
this charcoal — it’s killing 

But Prospect Park Al- 
liance president Tupper 
Thomas sought to put the 
weekend’s revelry in per- 
spective, and said that she 
had been in the area on Me- 
morial Day doling out trash- 
bags and spreading the word 
about proper charcoal dis- 

“We’ve had much worse 
overthe years,” said Thomas, 
who will be retiring at the 
end of the year. “In the early 


years, we had random barbe- 
cuing with no enforcement 
and no designated areas. 
This was a great [improve- 

Thomas also touted the 
Alliance’s public awareness 
campaign about proper char- 
coal disposal. 

But she did concede that 
the park did not have many 
enforcement agents at its dis- 
posal on Memorial Day. 

“On Memorial Day en- 
forcement is tough — 
beaches are open — so the 
amount of actual tickets be- 
ing given is really small,” 
Thomas said. 


And it was the conse- 
quences of the lack of en- 
forcement — though at least 
six park workers were doing 
outreach on Monday — that 
had the president of the dog 
group FIDO practically pant- 
ing in anger. 

Tony Chiappelloni was 
especially upset because 
the peninsula — which is a 
dog run — is ostensibly off- 
limits for grilling, though the 
chicken bones and charcoal- 
piles proved that many park- 
goers had ignored the small 
signs posted on the edge of 
the field. 

“Chicken bones splinter 
[in a dog’s stomach],” said 
Chiappelloni while picking 
up garbage. “Charcoal in the 
lake — that’s petroleum — 


“And more trash means 
more rats, and they carry dis- 
eases,” he added. 

As another dog-lover, 
Frances Brodeur, collected 
garbage, she lamented that 
some people just seem to 
have no respect for Brook- 
lyn’s most-cherished natu- 
ral area. 

“If the trash is in a bag, 
why not drag it out?” she 
asked. “You don’t have to 
leave it next to a trash can 
so that animals can tear it 
open overnight.” 

But as frustrated as Bro- 
deur and her fellow dog-walk- 
ers were, Thomas expressed 
satisfaction in the aftermath 
the barbecue bonanza. 

“Years ago I never would 


CONEY... 


Continued from page 1 
simulates the feel of a beach 
shack that’s been caught in a 
hurricane. 

• Brooklyn Flyer — 

This thrill ride allows visi- 
tors to swing across the sky, 
100 feet above Luna Park. 

• Circus Train — This 
children’s ride allows kids to 
hop aboard for a ride around 
the tracks. 

• Coney Island Sound 

— This family-friendly 
ride bounces up, down, and 
around. 

• Coney Tower — This 
family adventure ride bounces 


visitors up-and-down from 
heights of up to 40 feet. 

• Eclipse — This pendu- 
lum swing takes riders up to 
50 feet in the air with nothing 


• Electro Spin — This 
thrill ride consists of a giant, 
spinning disk that takes rid- 
ers up and down a “half pipe” 
while rotating at high speed. 

• Happy Swing — This 
children’s ride allows adults 
to recall their favorite child- 
hood swing sets, while treat- 
ing young riders to the joys 
of swinging. 

• Kite Glider— Riders of 


this ride are placed in a hori- 
zontal position, and after lift- 
ing off the ground, the ride 
begins an exciting double-os- 
cillating wave-like motion. 

• Lunar Express — This 
family gravity coaster is mak- 
ing itsNorth American debut 
in Coney Island. 

• Lynn's Trapeze — This 
flying carousel allows riders 
to glide at ease while viewing 
historic images of Coney Is- 

• Mermaid Parade — 

This kid-size water flume al- 
lows young riders to join in 
on the famous Mermaid Pa- 
rade. 

• Speed Boat — This 
family ride feels like visitors 
are jumping the 


brand new speed boat. 

• Surf's Up — This one- 
of-a-kind stand-up ride lets 
riders “hang ten” and “catch 

• Tea Party — This fam- 
ily-favorite positions riders in 
an oversized tea cup to spin at 
their own speed. 

Just how amazing Lima 
Park will be remains in doubt, 
of course. The amusement 
area, operated by Central 
Amusement International, 
an offshoot of the Zamperla 
ride manufacturing firm that 
also operates the Victorian 
Gardens attraction in Central 
Park, is a temporary theme 
park that seeks to accomplish 
two goals: jumpstart the city’s 
effort to revive Coney in the 
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cygnet mets its demise af- 
ter running afowl of Jaws 
— a swan notorious for his 
short fuse. 

And it was only in Decem- 
ber that a careless fisherman 
was considered the likely cul- 
prit for the plight of “Beaky,” 
the deformed goose missing 
the top half of its beak. 

The dog advocacy group, 
FIDO, has donated four fish- 
ing line recycling bins that 
are being installed around 
the lake — a measure that 
should help prevent wildlife 
entanglements. 

The discovery of the tur- 
tle trap is just the latest bi- 
zarre happening in Prospect 
Park so far this year — a 
year that has seen wounded 
ducks, the dumping of an- 
imal parts, the spilling of 
blood, and the death of be- 
loved swan, John Boy, in an 
alleged act of swan-on-swan 
violence. 


have come into the park af- 
ter Memorial Day — I had a 
black lab that would eat any- 
thing!” Thomas said. “My 
understanding is it looks 
pretty good now.” 

Anticipating the occa- 
sional call for an all-out bar- 
becue-ban, Prospect Park’s 
chief added that grilling is 
a ritual that all park-goers 
enjoy, no matter what their 
neighborhood. 

“Barbecuing is a part of 
everyone’s culture,” she said. 
“The summertime comes and 
you see people from every 
country in the world out there 
doing different types of bar- 
becues — it’s a family activ- 
ity and its part of why every- 
one loves the park.” 


short term by giving thrill- 
seekers a place to go this 
summer, and, more impor- 
tant, serve as a placeholder 
for the permanent 12-acre 
amusement park that, city 
officials promise, will one 
day occupy a swath of city- 
owned land between Key- 
span Park and the landmark 
Cyclone roller coaster. 

The completion of that 
plan — which will be com- 
plemented by hotels, retail 
and other amusement-related 
attractions built by the ar- 
ea’s other main landowner, 

cade off. 

Luna Park [1000 SurfAve. 
at W. 10th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 373-5862], 


GOP 

Continued from page 1 
from over a year of working 
door-to-door, conversation- 
to-conversation.” 

Perhaps, but Staten Is- 
land Republicans had few 
options. Grimm interviewed 
with party leaders but de- 
clined to appear at the county 
nominating convention on 
Thursday night, calling it 
“a sham convention that al- 
ready has its ‘marching or- 
ders’ for a pre-determined 
outcome.” 

He vowed instead to take 
his candidacy “directly to the 
Republican voters in a Re- 
publican primary.” 

Jonathan Judge, the pres- 
ident of the Brooklyn Young 
Republican Club, believes 
that the Staten Island GOP 
move may “split the right- 
of-center” vote, given that 
the Staten Island Conser- 
vative Party has backed 
McMahon while its coun- 
terpart in Brooklyn has en- 
dorsed Grimm. 

“It could give McMahon 
a pass to get re-elected in 
a year when he’s certainly 
most vulnerable to getting 
knocked out,” Judge said. 
“That’s disconcerting.” 

Typically, he said, the Re- 
publican and Conservative 
parties try to unite around 
one candidate. 

That would have been a lot 
easier had Fossella accepted 
the Staten Island Republican 
bid to draft him to run for 
his old seat, which he aban- 
doned after a drunk-driving 
arrest in 2008 led to revela- 
tions that this family values 
politico valued families so 
much that he had two of them 
— one in Staten Island and 
another secret mistress and 
lovechild in Virginia. 

That bombshell paved the 
way for McMahon, who is 
enjoying solid approval rat- 
ings — and building a hefty 
warchest — in advance of his 
first re-election bid. 

But McMahon is still no 
shoo-in, despite the fact that 
Democrats outnumber Re- 
publicans in the district by a 
margin of three to two. 

The Bay Ridge-Staten Is- 
land district is friendly ter- 
ritory for the GOP. In 2008, 
Republican John McCain 
took it from future presi- 
dent Barack Obama, 52-48 
percent. 

But McMahon has a clear 
fund-raising advantage. By 
the end of the first quar- 
ter of 2010, he had raised 
$1,490,302, compared to 
$497,321 by Grimm and 
$415,302 by Allegretti. 

The primary election will 
be held on Tuesday, Sept. 

will be held on Tuesday, 



